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If you are interested in learning more about the Illinois Chamber 
you may click here to contact Jeanette Anderson

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egorbbdwk24vxxir/results

MAISCH AND LAHOOD 
DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS

Illinois Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch interviewed 
Congressman Darin LaHood (R-Illinois) on current topics includ-
ing trade, the USMCA, and impeachment proceedings at the 
Chamber office in Springfield on January 2.

See full story here.

Illinois Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch wrote an article 
for Utility Dive in response to the Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA) 
proponents on January 9. “The Illinois Chamber believes that 
enacting CEJA would inflict billions of dollars in increased energy 
costs on Illinois ratepayers and strongly cautions the Illinois Gener-
al Assembly against proceeding with this legislation,” Maisch said.

See full story here.

CHAMBER RESPONDS TO CLEAN 
ENERGY JOBS ACT (CEJA)

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egorbbdwk24vxxir/results
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLVWdlSzdcc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/utilitydive/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBA0c8_RGVM4cGGoOrAIrIRO4NfjCFjXXjFUU1D1TWYnYZ5bLYyCVa6ijFJ_51-kcl7bxCzUt375XZ6&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAqk7mVwsnFtu5aOOFBNMv7bLIVyparLSRlpliRkLYRiVuNEOxE6sa_SyMjcdn781HXKg1knZw8nzRz9NEdHuAFzDcyQX3SpSQ_YLLqDUjAt90dfiL8yVnNGL5hdM9EAPsHm2l5oHkTxe152kTpSY1ozlNVO7kGEAGdcYB6fyiAz3hm9J4erZuNQ0gshACA-Uw4ePgaZDIjUtww0HovdZ3mnDnGiF5hmDDzg3GvnJp_qqQlS2lYTo7cEEc-ljzUxXvb75Yiqsztq5oXLeXEsb88yNvxm53LzJJQoG9lxXnSs2iRc9ITH5y5dxHUxCBF2PUzTGfr110ORgpdElSQz4THuQ
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/illinois-chamber-clean-energy-jobs-act-will-inflict-billions-in-increased/570100/?fbclid=IwAR2HDrDxVO8TusEHs19HngoxDPythicKfM_bNSqcOPhUfpUTloc7_YSzO0w


This issue has been out there for a very, very long time but now it’s especially 
driven by the pension debt that local governments have that has made the 
problem go from bad to absolutely worse.

 —Todd Maisch on lowering property taxes on News Channel 20
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CAPITOL CONNECTION 
FOCUSES ON INCOME TAX
Illinois Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch sat down 
with WCIA Capitol Bureau Chief Mark Maxwell on Capitol 
Connection to discuss the impact of a progressive tax ver-
sus a flat income tax on January 5. 

See full story here.

MAISCH TALKS LOWERING 
PROPERTY TAXES 
Illinois Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch spoke to Nikki  
McGee from WICS ABC News Channel 20 on the need to lower 
property taxes on January 27.

See full story here.

https://newschannel20.com/news/local/property-taxes-expected-to-be-top-priority-during-spring-session
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/property-taxes-expected-to-be-top-priority-during-spring-session
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/property-taxes-expected-to-be-top-priority-during-spring-session
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/property-taxes-expected-to-be-top-priority-during-spring-session
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/property-taxes-expected-to-be-top-priority-during-spring-session
https://www.facebook.com/CapitolConnection/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDE3rogCh9adOhriipbkWRazd2kKtErLoQcSsH65OzOYNz7eQplQty6XOPaNAvTuxe8PP65yk54WzSv&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBQV9LSvaTRuTKAMsptI4RNVEFQuJDg6Dq3XoQmBcsWta4p77bq1q1pQoLk0kb73Kpvoimu8AT13TZ5gejjIOUWhM8T_2VTLKO5IAw4oyzRkV2OvsTqdCh_RZ7AHx_4LwJklODsUXVVSM8B4KvaSo-WJpne0fFSP7vHpEN6vro2MxqB08EDa7Ln_Y5ON0gm6GAKcWrv0qy6lqonfPQkhmC-dUaM4aJUUm0QeLiRa1qGVXJc91v7gc8CIrWYOzLsTw9iqwD6EnuhG6S0Xw0qxWoieXTJkSgOSI7C7NqKpH3xYpfxhlb0zhyZGXiLGc7PcOfgOcnVdw5mM7J_RnvzSXpZcNGXa7Q6V5bIQnHJYj65UaCd84RtgczZMAGegRIG_Hma4l7jgwSk8-S67Q20o2FJ3gSmBLmDHI4dxYWaSUoLns9hFS7JhH1Gox3M4Cnfq88guFmT8xCOX6wREvK4AwHP5aR4hUBY0PHolLlPZV-aIAJ_NCvH5MLX
https://www.facebook.com/CapitolConnection/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDE3rogCh9adOhriipbkWRazd2kKtErLoQcSsH65OzOYNz7eQplQty6XOPaNAvTuxe8PP65yk54WzSv&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBQV9LSvaTRuTKAMsptI4RNVEFQuJDg6Dq3XoQmBcsWta4p77bq1q1pQoLk0kb73Kpvoimu8AT13TZ5gejjIOUWhM8T_2VTLKO5IAw4oyzRkV2OvsTqdCh_RZ7AHx_4LwJklODsUXVVSM8B4KvaSo-WJpne0fFSP7vHpEN6vro2MxqB08EDa7Ln_Y5ON0gm6GAKcWrv0qy6lqonfPQkhmC-dUaM4aJUUm0QeLiRa1qGVXJc91v7gc8CIrWYOzLsTw9iqwD6EnuhG6S0Xw0qxWoieXTJkSgOSI7C7NqKpH3xYpfxhlb0zhyZGXiLGc7PcOfgOcnVdw5mM7J_RnvzSXpZcNGXa7Q6V5bIQnHJYj65UaCd84RtgczZMAGegRIG_Hma4l7jgwSk8-S67Q20o2FJ3gSmBLmDHI4dxYWaSUoLns9hFS7JhH1Gox3M4Cnfq88guFmT8xCOX6wREvK4AwHP5aR4hUBY0PHolLlPZV-aIAJ_NCvH5MLX
https://www.facebook.com/CapitolConnection/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDE3rogCh9adOhriipbkWRazd2kKtErLoQcSsH65OzOYNz7eQplQty6XOPaNAvTuxe8PP65yk54WzSv&fref=mentions
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/property-taxes-expected-to-be-top-priority-during-spring-session
https://youtu.be/-KNeFNpuBSg


Voters should not be enticed into voting for the progressive income tax amendment 
by the promise of token tax decreases that will likely be temporary.

  —Keith Staats on the graduated income tax in  
    Business Leader Magazine 
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STAATS PRESENTS ON TAX 
LEGISLATION
Executive Director Keith Staats of the 
Chamber Tax Institute gave a presen-
tation on Illinois tax legislation at the 
Illinois CPA Society Annual State and 
Local Tax Conference on January 16. 
The ILCPA Society State and Local Tax 
Conference is an all-day conference at-
tended by CPAs in private practice and 
with Illinois companies both in person 
and online. 

SHATTUCK DISCUSSES 
RECREATIONAL CANNABIS 
IN THE WORKPLACE 
Illinois Chamber Executive Director of Employment Law 
Council Jay Shattuck spoke to the St. Louis Regional 
Chamber on the importance of workplace protection con-
cerning recreational marijuana on January 24. 

JOLIET CHAMBER HOSTS 
MAISCH
Illinois Chamber President 
and CEO Todd Maisch 
spoke with Joliet Cham-
ber members on the con-
tinuing urge to oppose the 
progressive income tax on 
January 30.     

https://mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=656298&p=&pn=
https://mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=656298&p=&pn=
https://mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=656298&p=&pn=
https://mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=656298&p=&pn=
https://mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=656298&p=&pn=
https://mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=656298&p=&pn=
https://www.facebook.com/STLRegChamber/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBh56z-D9q4dJrjlcuzeeMXRgtlXoYKAdgNAqcFIZbVUHedchZT-bDGvhP0coafIPCg_3NJnHMOwY_K&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB0IGgqqJNhXAm1evulRlZZJM8xzm0j3tbfOCi3bnDWdB0eo0VgdxWYV2nJQJ4J9HAScUY6Kbahu5WRac56bfnA9UIQK8csoWVBU1bINOWJKRFeWZ03b2OZju66m-2gfttnDx1MkA47bc_tii9Ht1O0fZA5vxY1lSpOPP80HgzAW_Uty0Ug7AlhKRQHuTPIucp89WvLJALkRBRC4Vu_Ekx5Le5Im0_G_W7gcZOrGM3LpKlbvwN8GzWQa7EziakqL-hrVTf9fQb5LSe6WAxxtyt5NInoZ3hLKdaNuIid3RUzf_9_sa_6zGtQdOt5pLW6ysY4OYNFgvSW_D6GGcj-TQr7TaNp1O0LTy15BtLVuMZ1rAFlNSFCB46HNUYZNTEXQPHCa9lOGtx9rsmkLeeNmnyQrch0Ympyoj7r4AKzhDbClg-7XrYoEfaBIYt0gOGMF1qonZ5kQwbUu3RtEYGBvxCS_-SOaFpk3VbNfdpsnWqD-zomXi1VIYEs
https://www.facebook.com/STLRegChamber/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBh56z-D9q4dJrjlcuzeeMXRgtlXoYKAdgNAqcFIZbVUHedchZT-bDGvhP0coafIPCg_3NJnHMOwY_K&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB0IGgqqJNhXAm1evulRlZZJM8xzm0j3tbfOCi3bnDWdB0eo0VgdxWYV2nJQJ4J9HAScUY6Kbahu5WRac56bfnA9UIQK8csoWVBU1bINOWJKRFeWZ03b2OZju66m-2gfttnDx1MkA47bc_tii9Ht1O0fZA5vxY1lSpOPP80HgzAW_Uty0Ug7AlhKRQHuTPIucp89WvLJALkRBRC4Vu_Ekx5Le5Im0_G_W7gcZOrGM3LpKlbvwN8GzWQa7EziakqL-hrVTf9fQb5LSe6WAxxtyt5NInoZ3hLKdaNuIid3RUzf_9_sa_6zGtQdOt5pLW6ysY4OYNFgvSW_D6GGcj-TQr7TaNp1O0LTy15BtLVuMZ1rAFlNSFCB46HNUYZNTEXQPHCa9lOGtx9rsmkLeeNmnyQrch0Ympyoj7r4AKzhDbClg-7XrYoEfaBIYt0gOGMF1qonZ5kQwbUu3RtEYGBvxCS_-SOaFpk3VbNfdpsnWqD-zomXi1VIYEs
https://www.facebook.com/jolietchamberofcommerceandindustry/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCUHcZ409JCnHeLTXTL2Jk3Cfnq_03bN-6OflmwnEBQXnTu4NpwJKkuXoMh0phQLdtJKRTZ5Ffxi1Fm&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD8duwqisSq1NVjw8Y7B7fQWEPapXMyGjRjfrTVTB6jCalgt_N5PeKzpyO7ZqAiR4q5Rb5llhZtJhIaVW6Nktzvw38S5VODIq1j3I9k0f1R-WzMxFatqlRKTpph9HksQbBUFgx0ZrFIzbs_KEOrJtKHQkaRotjvq_xS3_FKP2ATq7buAH8oBN1yzH9uIMEs5UOSiQOJmPoBV4HL5QLhKa_dkz48VaG-OI_SBGI_jDR6gBROBH3aDekAsjPNXsq9YuHVpbwMZNPBKsCmhUgoLOy3MHa0-5ylx579q_5T_zeuWdkPkzwt-y79zQE4EoO2rQDv3VPz05RDlK_N7bqe75gnklhyI7hnH9Ljzn0rJ2i1H63gseQgzpDw0Duq7vZxJwtOcH1o1cavCA7f0jap3RKUzOzSc8TfFb8jKUfpCRcRjJ6nDMa_T3uDLW-Cxv5LvdChKqedRlMy9zLUtHpu2R91CK1uek6hwfCcRPz-WFDTIrlnIRCTPw
https://www.facebook.com/jolietchamberofcommerceandindustry/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCUHcZ409JCnHeLTXTL2Jk3Cfnq_03bN-6OflmwnEBQXnTu4NpwJKkuXoMh0phQLdtJKRTZ5Ffxi1Fm&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD8duwqisSq1NVjw8Y7B7fQWEPapXMyGjRjfrTVTB6jCalgt_N5PeKzpyO7ZqAiR4q5Rb5llhZtJhIaVW6Nktzvw38S5VODIq1j3I9k0f1R-WzMxFatqlRKTpph9HksQbBUFgx0ZrFIzbs_KEOrJtKHQkaRotjvq_xS3_FKP2ATq7buAH8oBN1yzH9uIMEs5UOSiQOJmPoBV4HL5QLhKa_dkz48VaG-OI_SBGI_jDR6gBROBH3aDekAsjPNXsq9YuHVpbwMZNPBKsCmhUgoLOy3MHa0-5ylx579q_5T_zeuWdkPkzwt-y79zQE4EoO2rQDv3VPz05RDlK_N7bqe75gnklhyI7hnH9Ljzn0rJ2i1H63gseQgzpDw0Duq7vZxJwtOcH1o1cavCA7f0jap3RKUzOzSc8TfFb8jKUfpCRcRjJ6nDMa_T3uDLW-Cxv5LvdChKqedRlMy9zLUtHpu2R91CK1uek6hwfCcRPz-WFDTIrlnIRCTPw


The bill includes a significant expansion of ratepayer support of a variety of programs 
that don’t have budgets or cost caps.

 —Katie Stonewater on CEJA on Chicago Tonight
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CHAMBER ADVOCATES FOR 
LOWER ENERGY COSTS
Executive Director of the Chamber Energy Council Katie Stonewa-
ter spoke with WTTW - Chicago PBS on the need to keep energy 
costs down on February 4.

See full story here.

DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE ON 
PROGRESSIVE TAX
Illinois Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch spoke to Edwards-
ville | Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce at their annual member-
ship meeting about the battle towards the progressive income tax 
proposal on January 31.

https://news.wttw.com/2020/02/04/could-springfield-pass-clean-energy-jobs-act-session
https://news.wttw.com/2020/02/04/could-springfield-pass-clean-energy-jobs-act-session
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https://news.wttw.com/2020/02/04/could-springfield-pass-clean-energy-jobs-act-session
https://www.facebook.com/wttw11/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA15MQgDbeqIFiSZsOxAE804oMsN1uTZuzWQ0wxvz1SEO9zysfqJo2KQdjqXufRQU12v0jEyo4YNB_x&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC88U90OXL-6u1oXQqjhMysCwByNlE4DMh8pt9GxSbVuky5h1XPe6bdfxOK94C-DB0d0wZahTvjCpV-vpAptTONFAdgrpM0vwfxCVkfMU0yxmml90h3sDdyg6bJT4Jm7BSF1dS0f24aF6sPXyB9igCXKzKkagIjkiKeRKL-SUPEU6uZJKTPiqDbIxVmoxlOCzmF6yfeeWr9iQ_ZISEgmt8WMyt56JilVwPltTOYfTO2C4q1E0GLM3m2G99_sFza8eHZ_vUKh5EMrw1MmUqVViI70ih58GFsRw7Aps5tbGdHZUR1P4nW3hNg4f0nTWh2f0_gsRvJQvdCUqPV2rlJZRAobA
https://news.wttw.com/2020/02/04/could-springfield-pass-clean-energy-jobs-act-session
https://www.facebook.com/EdGlenCOC/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBzVrZDa8QSKPrlWQ5Bxgf-L2SvYgYd7saqq8_00oeeUDMHeS6sGSCEpR3LwkX0V4aeXELgIpjaNx0G&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCs5OiWnnGfTayZlpX_2-nlhAUKXlVFOLasb7_qGjwFh8Ea4bLdAH7ZsMOQ4ykk5QsZMAYP8yiW0v2K-GWwLN9gUmjEThi-T3AJ2YzqpHOxeOaJB0kld-Mjar0-jXqmvil1wT_DQoaREu8gVWYsouAR-8cNjR0oI9Xze74ADmqGnFKnhHjd53jrP4ysAB1Ljjm1o3eIn-JFR-4lfEo4QoAHbBq1zLkvzm6ZgsHEndkID1ktGIMGiPTmP_JH75YQIiBFvGMT-tB8IVnecEfn5lw9V42eXCtSHaB48-o8W7N47JI6AfhC99A4Uc7Xx2urDTQNich0tkmcvLCQNRtTG8qDiQ
https://www.facebook.com/EdGlenCOC/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBzVrZDa8QSKPrlWQ5Bxgf-L2SvYgYd7saqq8_00oeeUDMHeS6sGSCEpR3LwkX0V4aeXELgIpjaNx0G&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCs5OiWnnGfTayZlpX_2-nlhAUKXlVFOLasb7_qGjwFh8Ea4bLdAH7ZsMOQ4ykk5QsZMAYP8yiW0v2K-GWwLN9gUmjEThi-T3AJ2YzqpHOxeOaJB0kld-Mjar0-jXqmvil1wT_DQoaREu8gVWYsouAR-8cNjR0oI9Xze74ADmqGnFKnhHjd53jrP4ysAB1Ljjm1o3eIn-JFR-4lfEo4QoAHbBq1zLkvzm6ZgsHEndkID1ktGIMGiPTmP_JH75YQIiBFvGMT-tB8IVnecEfn5lw9V42eXCtSHaB48-o8W7N47JI6AfhC99A4Uc7Xx2urDTQNich0tkmcvLCQNRtTG8qDiQ
https://youtu.be/-KNeFNpuBSg


We are very concerned about the families who are going to lose their stability, their
paychecks and their jobs.

 —Todd Maisch on the stay at home order in the Chicago Tribune
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KAERICHER ADDRESSES 
MORTON CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE
Illinois Chamber Vice President of Government Affairs Clark Kaericher 
gave a legislative update to Morton Chamber of Commerce members 
on February 28.

MAISCH OUTLINES 
DANGERS OF 
PROGRESSIVE TAX
Illinois Chamber President and CEO Todd 
Maisch discussed the dangers of a progressive 
income tax in an op ed in The Chicago Sun-Times on February 
27. “Taxing millionaires will in no way meet their appetite for 
state spending. There simply isn’t enough money at the higher 
income levels to satisfy their demands. Tax rates will go up and 
tax brackets will reach lower and lower incomes,” Maisch said.

See full story here.

https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-shoppers-prepare-stay-at-home-20200320-6jswsh6wuffh5lsupvonarfj7q-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-shoppers-prepare-stay-at-home-20200320-6jswsh6wuffh5lsupvonarfj7q-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-shoppers-prepare-stay-at-home-20200320-6jswsh6wuffh5lsupvonarfj7q-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-shoppers-prepare-stay-at-home-20200320-6jswsh6wuffh5lsupvonarfj7q-story.html
https://www.facebook.com/mortonchamber/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDiq_pgBA8a46p1jgTyyLrhrPmq6eb1RdKXKDdBccoMWjL4i7MjgDhwHLyojaTNjeK04E3kmPocIfiS&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDWVbcW-2adyQKbZby29Yfr0cRfQmjpnm5opqyaLw8_XgTHf_owEZDSaoRil76E6rsyWL4KeUJiauSZN2XBKOK8L81koKfo19exkYD7v7ZOhVKGViAVi7xHxWorcPSfrXbrKt2qUYwf5jGhoHNX79YJdG3A-zei7hYl-gbAvrKCPpUvh0fYDtPTb0EJWqkJkgdaCS9KeSfm-6sYozAJUAYgtY_MNJsUKnky_c1aI3qx6beL0lZMzWWRKirYZJifeJa-aOVV6QLtcf_YGu09rJUn6iHnqsM28-8G5d13TKU0cUuam7Ms7yOfrgjijImfMevPxo7bYtsewxluDyknjPnqrWjjm4R28Dl8mN-Hqv7baGfaZM3FCQcxzzTSdBJ5d-X-YOnFFfvU6eV1X6r8Jcj_1q2doPcHaONe0DOvv9kkoOAWZ-SIFN1VhX6PKLvbDGcossHUQFvEDR_ZWL3hxm2Pe0WF37sHaYr4f2dHLDejiWFbrO9CWQ
https://www.facebook.com/thechicagosuntimes/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDEcbuwvF2ceglGZnThA10wvd2C2-LcbR9gdX55JruBHF3zgOy7JvETtHs8hCn-ODG0mB0NpMbaZM6M&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAOBbnpjAWHi-5nrpnkpPvqkWSOx7pRXAMcKiP9f42n8NFY54br3f1Rfex5zlnEzUQX1k2ZkOGhYmtPKesmjThWdIVvrEE9GEEM1igFBUpvQrIdaGXf3F-rcFlUu45GMLViD3DNqfJaEgtKLg2UJIJgXc3hBitDiA2HhekNiqt8uHvLfeNleFszWwjUc3_GQeuU_ui2WOnB5rkz4XiCDB2p7Q2LjpTmwf5xC1B4k_Qj7aKjwdWfJYk1to1eyUCBmWbdqoRCFe9feI9WSRUw0oglHgvp2uM2CHMxc0yz9QgS1cofnZH-q4EojV4tXjcNBqKm1tUl_aBK6Kj6qhavxsdD4w
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2020/2/27/21156157/illinois-graduated-income-tax-progressive-chamber-commerce-todd-maisch


When the companies that develop, finance, or operate electricity in Illinois are not 
included in drafting legislation, the realities of the industry and how the system 
operates are often missed.
     —Alec Messina on CEJA in Energy News
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MESSINA TALKS ENERGY  
HIKES IF CEJA PASSES
Executive Director of the Illinois Cham-
ber Energy Council Alec Messina 
penned an op ed for Midwest Energy 
News Network on the need to prevent 
unprecedented energy rate hikes that 
could come with the passage of the 
Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA). “If CEJA 
passes, it has the potential of shutter-
ing Illinois’ nuclear fleet because the bill 
requires electricity prices to be reduced 
by five percent under today’s prices,” Messina said.

See full story  here.

OAK BROOK CHAMBER 
HOSTS TAX INSTITUTE
Executive Director of the Chamber Tax Institute Keith  
Staats gave a presentation to 
the Oak Brook Chamber of Com-
merce Board of Directors and 
other members of the chamber 
on  “The Case Against the Gradu-
ated Income Tax” on March 12.  
The Oak Brook Chamber adopt-
ed a resolution expressing their 
opposition to the proposed con-
stitutional amendment.  

MARCH BUSINESS LEADER 
AVAILABLE ONLINE
The March 2020 issue of Business Lead-
er magazine is “hot off the press.” This 
issue includes Debunk Round Two of 
the Progressive Income Tax; a pre-
view for this year’s Annual Luncheon, 
an overview of significant bills work-
ing their way through the legislation, 
and more.  

Click here to view entire issue.

https://energynews.us/2020/03/05/midwest/commentary-illinois-clean-energy-bill-risks-reliability-raises-costs-on-consumers/?fbclid=IwAR3RYocS_ezu2z1n57XiKDcV1fm-Bqgzi0MhtiWB5ZrXxbuU3X6tNQU7-Pk
https://energynews.us/2020/03/05/midwest/commentary-illinois-clean-energy-bill-risks-reliability-raises-costs-on-consumers/?fbclid=IwAR3RYocS_ezu2z1n57XiKDcV1fm-Bqgzi0MhtiWB5ZrXxbuU3X6tNQU7-Pk
https://energynews.us/2020/03/05/midwest/commentary-illinois-clean-energy-bill-risks-reliability-raises-costs-on-consumers/?fbclid=IwAR3RYocS_ezu2z1n57XiKDcV1fm-Bqgzi0MhtiWB5ZrXxbuU3X6tNQU7-Pk
https://energynews.us/2020/03/05/midwest/commentary-illinois-clean-energy-bill-risks-reliability-raises-costs-on-consumers/?fbclid=IwAR3RYocS_ezu2z1n57XiKDcV1fm-Bqgzi0MhtiWB5ZrXxbuU3X6tNQU7-Pk
https://energynews.us/2020/03/05/midwest/commentary-illinois-clean-energy-bill-risks-reliability-raises-costs-on-consumers/?fbclid=IwAR3RYocS_ezu2z1n57XiKDcV1fm-Bqgzi0MhtiWB5ZrXxbuU3X6tNQU7-Pk
https://ilchamber.org/communications/illinois-business-leader-magazine2/
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Fighting for Business Every Month

CHAMBER
ADVOCACY IN THE NEWS

In the months of January, February and March, we spoke to radio, television, and print media outlets, 
delivering pro-business values to audiences across Illinois.  Below is a selection of stories where the Chamber 
has advocated its position on a variety of topics.

JANUARY 2020

MINIMUM WAGE
• State set for first increase in minimum wage – Todd Maisch quoted

TAX
• State leader urges Joliet chamber to oppose tax revamp  – Todd Maisch quoted
• A blast from the past with one city manager candidate
 – Todd Maisch quoted
• Property taxes expected to be top priority during spring session – Todd Maisch quoted
• New parking tax brings worries to Chamber of Commerce – Todd Maisch quoted
• $350M pension debt in Springfield - how taxpayers are fronting it – Todd Maisch quoted
• Maisch: “the flat tax is really the fair tax” – Todd Maisch quoted
• Likely Congress loss could hit rural areas hard – Todd Maisch quoted 
• Illinois’ rural areas likely to lose representation in Congress due to population losses

CANNABIS
• Illinois Employers, Unions Prep for Legal Marijuana Jan. 1
• Illinois green rush: how long can we expect to see high sales? – Todd Maisch quoted

TRADE
• As trade deals come together, business advocate warns Illinois policies could hinder growth – Todd 

Maisch quoted

UNEMPLOYMENT 
• Think Tanks’ Report Calls For Paid Family Leave
• Low unemployment rate may not be good news

UNION
• Powerful union pushes for ‘right to work’ ban in Illinois

ENERGY
•        Coalition renews Clean Energy Jobs Act push

https://www.nprillinois.org/post/think-tanks-report-calls-paid-family-leave#stream/0
https://www.mywabashvalley.com/illinois-capitol-news/state-set-for-first-increase-in-minimum-wage/
https://www.theherald-news.com/2020/01/30/state-leader-urges-joliet-chamber-to-oppose-tax-revamp/a78d4hd/
https://www.theherald-news.com/2020/01/31/a-blast-from-the-past-with-one-city-manager-candidate/at54tl6/
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/property-taxes-expected-to-be-top-priority-during-spring-session
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/new-parking-tax-brings-worries-to-chamber-of-commerce
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/350m-pension-debt-in-springfield-how-taxpayers-are-fronting-it
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcia.com%2Fillinois-capitol-news%2Fmaisch-the-flat-tax-is-really-the-fair-tax%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cwbarnes%40ilchamber.org%7Cc3beadc45002446f594b08d7929d5535%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C637139076758114789&sdata=OfsjYAA%2B7GFFFZcShhRMaViEGKl99zYqOnz5fer%2FCrQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/news/article/Likely-Congress-loss-could-hit-rural-areas-hard-14952314.php
https://www.thecentersquare.com/illinois/illinois-rural-areas-likely-to-lose-representation-in-congress-due/article_a645ab64-2e53-11ea-b728-6b46fce0476c.html
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/illinois-employers-unions-prep-for-legal-marijuana-jan-1
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/illinois-green-rush-how-long-can-we-expect-to-see-high-sales
https://www.mdjonline.com/neighbor_newspapers/extra/news/as-trade-deals-come-together-business-advocate-warns-illinois-policies/article_56ed61dc-99c0-5ae4-99de-6370c4508560.html
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/low-unemployment-rate-may-not-be-good-news
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/greg-hinz-politics/powerful-union-pushes-right-work-ban-illinois
https://www.newstrib.com/2020/01/22/coalition-renews-clean-energy-jobs-act-push/amgd5oj/
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Fighting for Business Every Month

CHAMBER
ADVOCACY IN THE NEWS

In the months of January, February and March, we spoke to radio, television, and print media outlets, 
delivering pro-business values to audiences across Illinois.  Below is a selection of stories where the Chamber 
has advocated its position on a variety of topics.

FEBRUARY 2020

TAX
• Illinois Chamber fighting Pritzker progressive income tax proposal  – Todd Maisch quoted
• Lawmaker wants to bring back small business tax credit  – Todd Maisch quoted
• City services could be impacted by recent store closures  – Todd Maisch quoted

CEJA
• Dueling Opinions on Clean Energy Jobs Act  – Todd Maisch quoted
• Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition advocates for Clean Energy Jobs Act  – Todd Maisch quoted

PAID LEAVE
• The Push For Paid Family Leave Grows Stronger  – Todd Maisch quoted

SMALL BUSINESS
• Springfield businesses not seeing impact of coronavirus — yet  – Todd Maisch quoted

ESGR
• Treasurer accepts Patriot Award, touts office’s cyber security

http://www.altondailynews.com/news/details.cfm?id=298727#.XpTLtENlBA9
https://www.ibjonline.com/2020/02/01/illinois-chamber-fighting-pritzker-progressive-income-tax-proposal/
https://www.wcia.com/illinois-capitol-news/lawmaker-wants-to-bring-back-small-business-tax-credit/
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/city-services-that-you-may-use-could-be-impacted-by-recent-store-closures
https://dailynorthwestern.com/2020/02/24/city/illinois-clean-jobs-coalition-advocates-for-clean-energy-jobs-act/
https://www.sj-r.com/news/20200227/springfield-businesses-not-seeing-impact-of-coronavirus---yet
https://www.sj-r.com/news/20200207/treasurer-accepts-patriot-award-touts-offices-cyber-security
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/push-paid-family-leave-grows-stronger#stream/0
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Fighting for Business Every Month

CHAMBER
ADVOCACY IN THE NEWS

In the months of January, February and March, we spoke to radio, television, and print media outlets, 
delivering pro-business values to audiences across Illinois.  Below is a selection of stories where the Chamber 
has advocated its position on a variety of topics.

MARCH 2020

COVID-19
• State, federal governments seek ways to lessen COVID-19 economic impact  – Todd Maisch quoted
• State unemployment claims skyrocket  – Todd Maisch quoted
• Illinois Gov. Pritzker Orders Residents To ‘Stay Home,’ Nonessential Businesses To Close  – Todd Maisch 

quoted
• ILLINOIS UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS JUMP BY 64K AS COVID-19 CLOSES BUSINESSES  – Todd Maisch 

quoted
• A rookie politician, Gov. J.B. Pritzker confronts the coronavirus pandemic: ‘A switch gets flipped when 

crises develop’  – Todd Maisch quoted
• Illinois small businesses get a lifeline with grants and loans, but will it be enough to withstand 

coronavirus?  – Todd Maisch quoted
• Capitol Connection: Sunday, March 29th, 2020  – Todd Maisch quoted

PROPERTY TAX- CORONAVIRUS 
• Ill. GOP Asks Gov. For Sales, Property Tax Relief Due To Virus  – Todd Maisch quoted

CHAMBER
• Why We Need Chambers of Commerce Right Now…And Why They Need You!  – Todd Maisch quoted

UNEMPLOYMENT
• Jobless numbers up — way up  – Todd Maisch quoted

https://www.reviewatlas.com/news/20200317/state-federal-governments-seek-ways-to-lessen-covid-19-economic-impact
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/greg-hinz-politics/state-unemployment-claims-skyrocket
https://www.illinoispolicy.org/illinois-unemployment-claims-jump-by-64k-as-covid-19-closes-businesses/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-illinois-gov-jb-pritzker-20200326-wmixg4mdnjfpro2fzhcbjhg7gi-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-illinois-gov-jb-pritzker-20200326-wmixg4mdnjfpro2fzhcbjhg7gi-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-small-business-illinois-chicago-stimulus-20200327-uqju3aep6jdubmtb4jilvuyhrq-story.html?outputType=amp
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-coronavirus-small-business-illinois-chicago-stimulus-20200327-uqju3aep6jdubmtb4jilvuyhrq-story.html?outputType=amp
https://www.wcia.com/news/capitol-news/capitol-connection-sunday-march-29th-2020/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1257813/ill-gop-asks-gov-for-sales-property-tax-relief-due-to-virus
https://patch.com/illinois/niles/why-we-need-chambers-commerce-right-now-why-they-need-you
https://wtax.com/news/101101-jobless-numbers-up-way-up/
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/illinois-gov-pritzker-orders-residents-stay-home-nonessential-b
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/illinois-gov-pritzker-orders-residents-stay-home-nonessential-b
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MEMBERNEWS | SPRING 2020

Chamber Member CoreSite announced their data facility expansion in the  
heart of downtown Chicago also known as “CH2.”CoreSite will be one of the first 

Illinois Chamber members to benefit from the data center incentive. 

Illinois Chamber member Memorial Health System announced a $6.1 million 
investment in partnership with Lincoln Land Community College   

to renovate LLCC’s Montgomery Hall for a new nursing center.  
The project is scheduled for completion in May 2021.

Chamber Member ADM was named ‘One of the World’s Most Ethical Companies of 
2020’ by Ethisphere, a global leader in defining and advancing  

the standards of ethical business practices.

Chamber member Advocate Aurora Health committed to helping their members 
through the coronavirus crisis by halting patient billing temporarily for those 

coming to the hospital for testing and treatment regarding COVID-19. 

Chamber Member Amazon.com is hiring 100,000 employees in the  
U.S. to meet the surging demand of food and household items due  

to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Chamber Member Ameren donated $250,000 each to the Illinois COVID-19 
Response Fund (ICRF) and the United Way of Greater St. Louis  

to support residents and communities impacted by the coronavirus. 

Chamber member Ford Motor Company is partnering with 3M, GE Healthcare 
and UAW International Union to expand the production of ventilators  

to help support the coronavirus pandemic. 

Chamber member the Illinois Banker’s Association teamed up with Governor 
Pritzker’s administration and other business groups to support new capital access 

options, along with finding new lending partners, to keep Illinois businesses afloat.

Chamber member ADM is giving $1M for COVID aid, including funds available to 
employees who face severe financial distress during this pandemic.


